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MUSEE D'ETHNOGRAPHIE DU TROCADERO

PARIS, MAY 1932



André Schaeffner – Letter to Odeon Electric, May 6th, 1932
Source: National Museum of Natural History's library



ANDRE SCHAEFFNER



The 10 members of the Dakar-Djibouti Mission (1931)
André Schaeffner on the left



André Schaeffner – Letters to Victor Talking Machine, the Gramophone Company and Columbia France
Source: National Museum of Natural History's library



GILBERT ROUGET



Gilbert Rouget and a group of children, Ogooué-Congo Mission, 1946
Source: André Didier, CNRS/CREM



A COLLECTION OF 330 CATALOGUES
FOCUSED ON AFRICAN AND ASIAN RECORDINGS

1930's-1960's





Odeon Malagasy record catalogue, 1930
Source: CNRS-Musée de l'Homme Sound Archive/CREM



His Master's Voice Arabic records catalogue, 1930
Source: CNRS-Musée de l'Homme Sound Archive/CREM



Odeon Nigerian catalogues (early 1930's)
Source: CNRS-Musée de l'Homme Sound Archive/CREM



Odeon Antilles and Réunion record catalogues (mid 1930's)
Source: CNRS-Musée de l'Homme Sound Archive/CREM



Columbia African and Asian supplements, 1931  
Source: CNRS-Musée de l'Homme Sound Archive/CREM



Africavox catalogues (1953/1954)
Source: CNRS-Musée de l'Homme Sound Archive/CREM



RESEARCH CENTER IN ETHNOMUSICOLOGY
NANTERRE UNIVERSITY

2015



WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM THESE CATALOGUES?



MORE THAN A MONOTONE
ALPHABETICALLY ORDERED LIST OF ARTISTS



AN OVERVIEW OF A RECORD COMPANY'S OUTPUT
AT A GIVEN MOMENT IN TIME



ILLUSTRATING HOW THIS OUTPUT
WAS CATEGORISED AND MARKETED



Columbia Records Catalogue 1916-1917 / Vocalion Records 1921
Source: British Library



Odeon Nigerian Catalogue (early 1930's)
Source: CNRS-Musée de l'Homme Sound Archive/CREM

Zonophone Record Catalogue, 1913-1914
Source: British Library



A GOLD MINE FOR RECORDED SOUND HISTORIANS, 
COLLECTORS, DISCOGRAPHERS...



BIOGRAPHICAL ELEMENTS AND PHOTOGRAPHS



Louisa Tounsia – Columbia Tunisian records catalogue (1931)
Source: CNRS-Musée de l'Homme Sound Archive/CREM

A short biography of Charles Rosoanaivo
Odeon Malagasy record catalogue, 1930

Source: CNRS-Musée de l'Homme Sound Archive/CREM



A RICH ICONOGRAPHY



His Master's Voice Arabic records catalogue, 1930.
Source: CNRS-Musée de l'Homme Sound Archive/CREM



Source: CNRS-Musée de l'Homme Sound Archive/CREM



HOW TO DEAL WITH THESE CATALOGUES?



PRESERVATION AND STORAGE



Size and volume heterogeneity



CATALOGING ISSUES



Source: CNRS-Musée de l'Homme Sound Archive/CREM



DIGITIZATION



175 CATALOGUES
(+39 INDIAN CATALOGUES - EAP)

DOWNLOADABLE (PDF)
OCR



196 CATALOGUES
DOWNLOADABLE (PDF)
OCR



121 CATALOGUES
DOWNLOADABLE (PDF)
NO OCR



15 CATALOGUES
DOWNLOADABLE (PDF)
NO OCR



3 CATALOGUES
DOWNLOADABLE (PDF)
OCR



10 CATALOGUES
DOWNLOADABLE (JPG)
NO OCR



71 CATALOGUES
PRIVATE ACCESS
DOWNLOADABLE (PDF)



LEGAL ISSUES



WHAT POSSIBLE USES?



CONNECTING SOUND RECORDINGS, CATALOGUES, 
DISCOGRAPHIES...



Connecting catalogues and recordings



A DATABASE OF CATALOGUES?



www.iasa-web.org/international-bibliography-discographies-worldwide-collaborative-project



THANK YOU!
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