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André Schaeffner - Letter to Odeon Electric, May 6th, 1932
Source: National Museum of Natural History's library



ANDRE SCHAEFFNER



The 10 members of the Dakar-Djibouti Mission (1931)
André Schaeffner on the left



André Schaeffner - Letters to Victor Talking Machine, the Gramophone Company and Columbia France
Source: National Museum of Natural History's library



GILBERT ROUGET



Gilbert Rouget and a group of children, Ogooué-Congo Mission, 1946
Source: André Didier, CNRS/CREM



A COLLECTION OF 330 CATALOGUES
FOCUSED ON AFRICAN AND ASIAN RECORDINGS
1930's-1960's
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Odeon Malagasy record catalogue, 1930
Source: CNRS-Musée de lHomme Sound Archive/CREM



His Master's Voice Arabic records catalogue, 1930
Source: CNRS-Musée de [Homme Sound Archive/CREM




NIGERIAN
CATALOGUE

YORUBA- |IBIBIO- QSOBO-
HAUSSA- IBANI- TAPA-
IBO- ARABIC- EMGLISH-
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Odeon Nigerian catalogues (early 1930's)

NIGERIAN-CATALOGUE

Supplement No. 1

ODEON

Semisemiyu Alhayi Davies

SOLE AGENTS FOR NIGERIA

WITT & BUSCH

LAGOS — IBADAN — EPE — LJEBUODE

Source: CNRS-Musée de lHomme Sound Archive/CREM
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Odeon Antilles and Réunion record catalogues (mid 1930’s)
Source: CNRS-Musée de Homme Sound Archive/CREM
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Columbia African and Asian supplements, 1931
Source: CNRS-Musée de [Homme Sound Archive/CREM
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Africavox catalogues (1953/1954)
Source: CNRS-Musée de lHomme Sound Archive/CREM



RESEARCH CENTER IN ETHNOMUSICOLOGY
NANTERRE UNIVERSITY

2015




WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM THESE CATALOGUES?




MORE THAN A MONOTONE
ALPHABETICALLY ORDERED LIST OF ARTISTS



AN OVERVIEW OF A RECORD COMPANY'S OUTPUT
AT A GIVEN MOMENT IN TIME



ILLUSTRATING HOW THIS OUTPUT
WAS CATEGORISED AND MARKETED



Columbia Records Catalogue 1916-1917 / Vocalion Records 1921
Source: British Library
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A GOLD MINE FOR RECORDED SOUND HISTORIANS,
COLLECTORS, DISCOGRAPHERS...



BIOGRAPHICAL ELEMENTS AND PHOTOGRAPHS



Cumlﬁaﬁ b

noforenin’
M. Charles RASOANAIVD
Professour de musique

Oficier d"Académis

Amin'iree Malagasy nanitaira ny fahnicany momba ny  mozika
ha nandray flanarana vazaha, ary nehazo diploma sy Madaly 1amin’
izany, din M. Ch. Rasoanaivg no anankiray malaza indeindra amin’ny
Fiangonana Protestanta ao Antananarivo, Mbola kely izy dia ofa hita fa
niraika tamin’ny mozika, nampihiraing tokana, nitendry harimenla tamin®
::r:;:nunnna. Nitombo ny fahsizany noho ny fahazateany sy ny faha-

3 hlani;nnrin‘ny Waraha vavy tamin’ny Misiona izy, ary nahay nitemdry
mane, Tsy ny mozika ihany anefa no haing fa tamin'ny lanadinana tao
anaty Rova dia izy no vonlohany ary natao mpamplanatra tao ihany indray
iey. Tamin'ny lmonn 180 izany.

Tamin'ny laona 1894 kosa dia tany an-dafy izy nlanaira ka nohara-
racling niaraka tamin’ny tenim-pirenona sy ny Elnurum ambony my
fianaran-java-maneno (as amin'ny Conservatoine as Montpelliar,

Mahato medaly maromaro izy I:-ll'nirl'nF soffezy sy ny plano ary niga-
gana tany amin’ny langonana maro fany France, Angleters sy Suisss

Hony ofa niverina telo Antananarive indray icy, dia nahare tamin
fahaizana hafa, kanofa nalazalaza kokea tamin'ny mozikn, o

MNampianatra zava-manenc izy, ary mpitendry orga amin'ny Flango-
AEnA, men'nr Fanjakana Frantzsay Palma .ﬁ.t-adurneh.- izy np‘l!:u. iy o8

vilany sy ny fahaizany.

Ireto hira sy orkestra nampidiring amin'ny ** DISKA ODEON ** irele

n
Hantl e dia ahifantsika Ay talentan'iz 1uﬂi| hy ke k .
i T pi:::y.“ nny ahy izany kokoa noho ny fitanta

E ~ ji ' =
TUNISIE
A short biography of Charles Rosoanaivo

Louisa Tounsia - Columbia Tunisian records catalogue (1931) Odeon Malagasy record catalogue, 1930
source: CNRS-Musce de fHomme Sound Archive/CREM | - e. CNRS-Musée de IHomme Sound Archive/CREM



A RICH ICONOGRAPHY
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His Master's Voice Arabic records catalogue, 1930.
Source: CNRS-Musée de [Homme Sound Archive/CREM



Source: CNRS-Musée de [Homme Sound Archive/CREM




HOW TO DEAL WITH THESE CATALOGUES?




PRESERVATION AND STORAGE
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Size and volume heterogeneity



CATALOGING ISSUES



Irw :'r J.:K;Li [Qaql.._.--?

Source: CNRS-Musée de [Homme Sound Archive/CREM



DIGITIZATION
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LA VOZ DE SU AMO”
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ISTITUTO CENTRALE
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LEGAL ISSUES



WHAT POSSIBLE USES?




CONNECTING SOUND RECORDINGS, CATALOGUES,
DISCOGRAPHIES...



/__ HERIEAVOX

48, ret Peschsd, PLRIE-1T

.’ II I" h‘l t‘ — Wavelorm spaciral ¥

Supplément JUIN 1954

File | Markers
Sdrodely SLOLOF IT FPIUL

Lespages dea lommy i + Frnp‘:"w Walug Linat
Leriagis dy mphgmmpdiy Rpmbs [ et ] Channals 2
Duaration 00307 51 5
Lol s Level Anahzear Max -2 B43 dBFS
- Levwel Anabyzar RS =13 BdE dEFS
—_ g Maan DC shilt Analyzer -0.001 %
MIME type adicbwany
RAMBARA [T SHOURG,
Fesalutan 1B bits
:‘..-: t ":'_"_:':I';_"I"_ "'__ ) Samplerata 44100 Hz
Sira 33079408

Chami gmer bis wemsle

Dhpar b bin pliwws ds =

oreane. MALINEL IT TOMA

lais e i . « a

asssger Ay ahifs Teme
it mmrerw de b

Cte- Teadee. EFEIE TT HOHD

Chuss dg gerrian
Chu=t i peim

zerary. FON ET GGUM

Chanpa da Triage b besss 0P
- 1

Chamee dos b, G St 608058 B 3 BODIAL SANDIOU
: Lomanpn 4'ase fmme

Chard d0 [rise. sosmpapssmsan do
wiibinn i plamieea) at da bach [hadiea)
(Raraghet. = . Reuger) /

—

Connecting catalogues and recordings



A DATABASE OF CATALOGUES?
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Efloris ta compile bibliagraphies which facus specifically an published discographies can be raced
back to an aricle by Carl Bruun and Jobhn Gray fram the Journal of the Brush Insmiue of Recarded
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THANK YOU!
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